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value which had belonged to his mother were never seen
again.

Halifax's immediate object on his return was to procure from
the Archbishop an intimation that a public expression of the
Pope's approval of the idea of corporate Reunion would not
be unwelcome. He hoped to persuade the Archbishop to write
direct to Mercier, but Dr. Davidson would not do more t^^n
authorise Halifax to convey his sympathetic sentiments, though
he unbent so far as to draft a letter which Halifax might send.
Halifax adopted his wording, with some amendments, and,
after alluding to the Archbishop *s hesitations and their cause, in-
formed the Cardinal that

It could not be ... disagreeable to the Archbishop but very
much the contrary if the Pope, in the course of any Address, were
to make an appeal to the members of the Anglican Church as a
whole to consider the possibility of corporate reunion.29

The letter followed the Cardinal to Rome. He did not feel
that the Archbishop had encouraged him sufficiently to enable
him to make his request to the Pope. 'However,' he wrote, 'the
dispositions in regard to our Conversations remain very favour-
able/30 Later on in the year the Holy Father was likely to an-
nounce the reassembling of the Vatican Council, and that would
be the proper moment for a communication to England.

But the Cardinal's disappointment with the Archbishop con-
tinued.

In proportion [he told Halifax] as the Sovereign Pontiff, and
the Cardinal Secretary of State at the Vatican, affirm with in-
creasing distinctness their confidence in our humble efforts, and
thus indirectly disavow certain oppositions of the English Roman
Catholics, it would seem as if on our side the nearer hopes of re-
union seemed approaching, the more sensitive the good Arch-
bishop of Canterbury seems to grow as to his responsibilities to his
own people, arid to desire to put off, rather than to hasten, the de-
finitive contact of both sides.31